Fashion Color Trends for Fall/Winter 2011
By Shelly DeChantal
As you’re planning your projects for our fall sale you may want to keep in mind the colors that fashion designer will be featuring in their fall lines.

In February Pantone Color Institute, Inc., a world leader in color consulting, publishes its predictions for home and fashion colors for the upcoming Fall/Winter season.
Pantone’s predictions for the 2011 Fall/Winter season focus on warm glowing hues paired with cool neutrals reflecting the national mood of cautious optimism. 
The trend for 2011 is to create a collage of colors with bright accent colors layered with neutral blues, browns and grays.  Add to that a variety of patterns and textures and fashion looks more exciting than it has for several years.
Below are the ten colors Pantone predicts you’ll see in fashions this fall.
	



	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	




The most brilliant of these warm hues is a rosey pink called “Honeysuckle.”  This is Pantone’s color of the year.  Honeysuckle shows up in the spring 2011 color palette and will appear again in the fall paired with cool browns and grays.  Combining some or all of the warm hues in one piece recreates a retro look reminiscent of the 70’s, popular with the younger set.
The red-purple hue Phlox can stand alone or works well with any of the cooler hues in the palette.  Deep Teal also stands alone and creates drama when paired with the warm hues or a sophisticated look when paired with the cooler hues.  The neutral color choices offer a savory alternative to black.  Browns and grays are the new black. 
Some other observations from the color literature:  the “hot” color for home décor is a rich brownish burgundy called “Vintage Wine.”  When combined with deep rose or warm beige it gives the room a warm earthy feel.

With our slow economic recovery consumers are looking for Value.  That means high quality materials 

that will last and good craftsmanship.  Buyers are also interested in sustainable environmentally friendly

materials such as bamboo and soy based fibers.

To read the full Fall Fashion Color report go to:  www.pantone.com/fall2011

A reminder:  Each computer monitor will show these hues differently based on its color calibration.

